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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known} PHYSIC AL APPEARANCE

The Allen County Jail is a two-story limestone block building,
solidly constructed with walls two feet thick. . The front of this
rectangular rubble-stone structure has two barred windows on the
second floor and one double door in the center front at ground
level,

Steel cages were installed on the lower floor which was
underlaid with rock, The second floor was intended as jailer's
guarters, but in the last vears of operation, most prisoners
were confined there rather than the lower floor.

This building now serves the Allen County Historical Society
as a museum,

335

SNO1L1L23Nnd1s NI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERICD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian! (71 16th Century 3 18tk Century 3 20th Century
[3 15th Century 3 17¢h Century 38 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATELIS) {If Applicable and Knowr) 1869

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriats)

([} Urban Planning

Abar iginagl 1 Education &) Political
{1 Prehistoric T} Engineering ] Religion/Phi. (] Other (Specify)
[J Historie ] Industey lesophy

] Agricultyre 3 lnvention 7] Science

(3 Architecture [} Lendscape ] Scuipture

1 Art Architecture ™ Social/Human-

0 Commerce O Literature itarian

3 Communications 71 Military {7} Theater

{7] Conservation {7 Music "] Trensportation

r

STATEMENT OF $/GNIFICANCE

Citizens of Allen county voted a $10,000 bond in August,
1868, to build a jail. It was completed by October, 1869, by
White and Hays, contractors, for a price of $8,400. Allen
county had long needed a jail but guarreling factions from
different parts of the county couldn't agree which town should
have it.

The jail is claimed to be the first building in Allen county
erected with county funds, and in 1869 it was said to be the
finest jail in southeast Kansas. Apparently it was not very
escape-proof. ILocal papers over the vears report a sizable
number of inmates escaping, usually by cutting a hole in the roof
or by removing a bar or two from a window.

During the 1870's two neighboring counties also used the
facilities of the Allen county jail.

In April, 1957, contracts were let for a new Allen county
courthouse which would have a modexn jail. The new structure
was dedicated January, 1959. Many people of Iola and Allen
county wanted to preserve the old jail so a bill was introduced
in the 1957 session of the state legislature authorizing the
county commissionexrs to transfer the title to the Allen County
Historical Society. After passage of the bill the transfer was
made the the building is now a museum.

The building has significance for its long usage as a jail,
almogt 90 years, and it was the first building erected with county
funds in Allen county.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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1 hereby certify ‘that this property is inciuded in the
National Register.
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